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sent a representative to win his support with the
offer of a safe seat in the Cortes, the Spanish
Parliament. But \vhen he reached the Balearics he
found Franco no longer interested.
The military governor had found a new absorption
in the study of Balearic defence. Realising that
the existing organisation was inadequate, he drew
up an entirely new plan to make the islands
impregnable. A year later, when the government
of the left was temporarily replaced by more
conservative elements, the value of the scheme was
recognised and it was adopted. Later still Balearic
strength, which he had in a large degree created,
was to prove singularly useful to Franco himself.
When the Socialist Government lost power,
Franco's horizon regained its normal brightness*
The thought that he had been so upset with the
previous year's state of affairs that he had actually
contemplated entering the political arena himself,
now seemed merely laughable. The new trend
restored Ms faith in all his old principles and in
the sanity of Spain, Best of all, he was now
responsible to a Minister of War with whom he
could feel some affinity, a man whom he could
respect, and who in his turn recognised Franco's
qualities, and lacking ideological prejudice, could
assess them at their full value.
The new minister was Diego Hidalgo. He wrote
of Franco;